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Christmas Questions 

 During the season of Advent and Christmas the worship themes will center 

around questions related to the Christmas story. I am certainly not the first to 

notice that the Bible has several important questions centered around the birth 

of the Messiah. As we examine these questions from that time, we find that they 

are still central to our own understanding of Christmas. It makes us think about 

our answers and the questions we still have around the wonder of the Word 

become flesh and dwelling among us. I mean, the incarnation of God in Jesus 

Christ.  

 The first question comes on the first Sunday of Advent, November 30. This 

service is also our annual Hanging of the Green. I love the decorations in our 

sanctuary and the meaning of the symbols that point us to the coming of Jesus. 

This question, however, comes long before the first Christmas day. It is from the 

father of John the Baptist (the cousin of Jesus and the forerunner of the 

Messiah). John’s father, Zechariah gets word of a new and miraculous act of Love 

that God is about to perform that will lead to Jesus’ birth. First, though, 

Zechariah is told about his child, the one who will cry out in the wilderness. 

Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth are older and not expecting a baby! He asks the 

angel, “How will I know?” He means, how will he know the promise of God is 

trustworthy. We must all wrestle with the question about trusting God’s 

promises. 

 The second question comes from Mary, the mother of Jesus. She is a young 

girl and unmarried, though betrothed to Joseph. The angel tells her that she will 

bear the Son of God. She asks, “How can this be?” I can only imagine all of her 

emotions and thoughts behind this question. Still, it’s a question we should ask 

ourselves as we contemplate the God who can do anything, even what we think 

is impossible.  

 The third question is from Elizabeth. She is pregnant with John (the Baptist), 

and she is visited by Mary who is early in her pregnancy with Jesus. Elizabeth 

asks, “Why me?” We have probably all asked this question in relation to things 

that have happened in our lives, likely when bad things happen. Here, she is 

amazed at how God has blessed her by getting to see Mary who is bearing the 

child who is the promise of all the years, the Messiah, the Savior.  
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 The fourth question comes from the crowd who hears about old Zechariah and Elizabeth expecting a baby, and 

that his name will be John. They, like us, are far from full understanding of all the ways God is at work. They ask, 

“What will become of this child?” They mean John, but we must also ask this about Jesus. Both of these children will 

grow up and follow God’s will. One will announce the Savior, and the other will actually be the promised Savior. 

 The fifth question comes on Christmas Eve. I will admit to making this a question even though it’s not really put 

that way in the Bible. It comes from the shepherds in the field. After hearing the angels announce the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem, they are left with a choice. What will they do? Keep tending sheep and getting their sleep? Instead, they 

ask (or proclaim), “Why don’t we go down to Bethlehem?” They will go and so must we in order to behold the Son of 

God.  

 The final question is left for the Magi to ask. They have followed the star but stop in Jerusalem to inquire of the 

ruler and scribes about the location of the birth of Jesus. They ask, “Where is the one who has been born King?” 

That’s a great question for us as we close out 2025 and prepare for a new year.  

 As we go through this worship season, I hope you will engage these questions in your heart and with your mind. 

Consider your own soul’s questions today. What does Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ, truly mean to you and how 

does it impact your daily life?  ~Mike 

 
      
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Trinity Tribute 
Your Story, Our Story, God’s Story, Coming Together at Trinity. 
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Happy Holidays from the Weekday Preschool Ministry  

 The Christmas spirit is everywhere in the Weekday Preschool Hall! The children are busy making Christmas 

decorations and gifts for their families.  The Christmas story and the birth of Jesus will be our focus during Bible 

story time.  We are blessed to share the true meaning of Christmas with the children.  

 The children are busy practicing for their Christmas programs.  If you are looking for something to help get 

you in the Christmas spirit, feel free to come and watch the children perform.  The programs will be Thursday, 

December 11th and Friday, December 12th at 12:00 p.m. 

 If you would love to come spend time with the children, we are looking for substitutes.  The Weekday 

preschool would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! ~ Nancy 

 

 November was busy!  We started with the Fall Blitz where we helped Ms. Beth Woodard pack VBS kits for the 

Dominican Republic Trip.  This was a great follow up to our learning about the DR Mission trip in October!  Then we 

had 16 kids paint a gingerbread man on canvases with Ms. Debbi and then helped decorate the church for Advent and 

Christmas on November 23rd.  We finished the month with the Nativity Lighting and hot chocolate on the first Sunday 

of Advent! 

 Both Children’s Choirs are working on their Christmas songs and will sing in worship on Dec. 7.  Our Mission 

Friends and Mission Kids will have Christmas parties on Dec. 10 at 6:00pm and the Preschool Birthday Party for Jesus 

will be on Dec. 14 during Sunday School.   

 Families are invited to our Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 (Christmas music begins at 4:30pm).  This is a special 

night each year as we sing carols, take communion, and light candles during the service.  Bring visiting family 

members, too!  There will be childcare for infants – 3yrs. 

 Advent resources are available for preschoolers and kids at the Welcome Center.  There are also Christmas books 

to check out in the Book Nook.  These resources are a great way for your family to talk about and celebrate the birth 

of Jesus together!        ~ Teresa 
 

December Schedule: 

December 7 Children’s Choirs sing in worship, 10:30am 

December 10 Kids Missions Groups Christmas Parties, 6:00pm 

December 14 Preschool Birthday Party for Jesus, 9:30am 

December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service, 5:00pm 

December 28 Worship @ 10:30am (no Sunday School) 

December 31 No pm activities 
 

  

Trinity Tribute  December 2025 

 

 Christmas Questions is our 2025 Advent theme at Trinity Baptist Church.   This theme will find expression 
in myriad ways, including our pastor’s sermons, our actions in worship, our discussions in classes and informal 
settings, and in our personal devotions.   
 An Advent devotional booklet has been prepared by Trinity members as a way of stirring our thoughts and 
strengthening our lives.  It not only provides daily scripture readings primarily taken from the Lectionary for our 
meditations, but it also provides daily devotionals from the hearts and minds of fellow worshippers at Trinity. 
 

Writer Ann Weems uses these words in one of her poems: 
 This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem 
  and see this thing that the Lord has made known to us……….. 
 

 This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem 
  and find our kneeling places. 
 

 ‘Tis the season when our brothers and sisters at Trinity Baptist share from their hearts thoughts and actions, 
questions and answers, and gifts of love and support to those around us.   Advent and Christmas call us to kneel at 
the manger and worship. Billy Orton, Interim Minister of Music and Worship 
 

 

Merry Christmas from Trinity Music Ministries!  

Fall Community Blitz 



 

 

FELLOWSHIP       

Ladies Night Out Dinner  

and Christmas Ornament Exchange  

December 4 at 6:00pm  

• At the home of Brad and Leigh Ann Perkins at 101 

Wiregrass Drive, Madison  

• Bring your wrapped Christmas Ornament for the 

"gift exchange game!"  

  

Covered Dish Football Fellowship 

January 12, 2026, at 5:00pm  

• Come enjoy a Covered Dish Tailgate Party in the 

Fellowship Hall! Everyone is invited to come out 

and bring your favorite Tailgate Snacks to share!   

• We will enjoy a time of eating and friendly 

competition games - paper football, cornhole and 

more!  
 

OTHER 

Building Maintenance Workday  

January 17 from 9:00 a.m. - noon.    

• Projects will include changing out light bulbs, 

repairing exit lights, cleaning light fixtures, and 

other projects.    

• Doughnuts and biscuits will be provided!    

• Please sign-up in the Gathering Area  

 ~ Glenn 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

          

Fall Community Blitz 

MISSIONS 

Parade of Homes  

• Dominican Republic Mission Trip Fundraiser  

• December 7 from 1-5pm  

• $25 per person  
 

Perry County Ramp Building Mission Trip - 

January 28-31, 2026  

• In Marion, we will be building ramp sections 

and then installing them in homes.  If needed, 

we have an indoor facility in which to 

work.     

• We will also be going to homes and making 

measurements for future ramps.         

• There will be an informational lunch meeting 

on January 11th.  Sign-up sheets will be 

available in the Gathering Area, in Sunday 

School, contact glenn@trinitymadison.com.  
 

MINISTRY   

Food Bins Dropoff - November 30  
• Please plan to drop off your filled Food Bin 

on or before Sunday, November 30 to the 

modular or the Gathering Area. 
 

Angel Tree Gifts Dropoff - November 30  
• Please have your gifts returned to the 

Gathering area by Sunday, November 30.   

• If you have any questions about this 

opportunity to serve the children of Madison, 

please contact Debbi Marsh at 

debbikay@knology.net.   

• Thank you for supporting this much needed 

ministry!  
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 As a new father, I’m overwhelmed with emotions at the sight and thought of my son, Sunny. It’s like this 

newfound sense of wonder that I never thought was possible, as I find myself at a loss for words in describing the 

immense amount of joy I feel – especially as I’m learning to get comfortable with sleep deprivation! 

 But I could describe my sentiment as I enter this new chapter of my life in these two words: "joy" and "wonder." 

Advent and the Christmas season are filled with these emotions. This is why Christians, churches, and people around 

the world celebrate the birth of Jesus (i.e., "Christmas"), and set apart the 25 days leading up to Christmas to mark 

the season of Advent. We want to intentionally set ourselves apart each day, so that when Christmas morning 

arrives, we're able to lean into a form of natural, authentic, and organic joy and wonder, instead of just trying to 

conjure up those sorts of emotions on Christmas morning. Instead, when Christmas is here, we celebrate, we tailgate, 

and genuinely can exclaim to our family, our neighbors, and our own spirit: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom He is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). 

 So, this December, let us continue to be present in our community, in our church, and in our families. All the 

while inviting strangers and loved ones to rejoice in the good news that, "Baby Jesus has come into world." 

  ~ Lane 

 

Our Mexican Dinner and Live Auction was so much fun 
and raised over $7,000 (including our online auction) 
for our mission trip to the Dominican Republic in 2026! 

mailto:glenn@trinitymadison.com


 

 
 

 

 ~ December 2025 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

6:00 Young Adults 

2 
 

3  
4:45 Fellowship Supper 
5:00 Trinity Carillon (handbells) 
5:30 Children’s Choirs, Student 
Ministry 
6:00 Kid’s Missions Groups, 
Prayer Meeting, EL Class 
7:00  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  

4 
6:00 Ladies Christmas Ornament 
Exchange in the home of Leigh 
Ann Perkins 

5 
 

6 
 

7Second Sunday of Advent 
9:30 In Person & Online Sunday 
School,  
10:30 In Person & Online Worship  
 
1:00 Christmas Parade of Homes 
No Evening Activities 

8 
6:00 Young Adults 
6:00 Men’s Night Out at Logan’s 
Roadhouse 

9 
 

10 
4:45 Fellowship Supper 
5:00 Trinity Carillon (handbells) 
5:30 Children’s Choirs, Student 
Ministry 
6:00 Kid’s Missions Groups, 
Church Conference, EL Class 
7:00  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  

11 
 

12 
5:00 Salvation Army Canteen 

13 

14 Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30 In Person & Online Sunday 
School, Preschool Birthday Party 
for Jesus 
10:30 In Person & Online Worship 
11:30 DR Mission Trip Lunch 
5:00 Student Ministry Christmas 
Party 

15 
6:00 Young Adults 

16 
 

17  
5:00 Trinity Carillon (handbells) 
6:00 Christmas Traditions, EL 
Class 
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

18 
College Christmas Party 

19 
 

 20 
 

21 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:30 In Person & Online Sunday 
School 
10:30 In Person & Online Worship 
 

No Evening Activities 
 

22 
6:00 Young Adults 

23 Church Office Closed 

 
 

24 Church Office Closed 

4:30 Christmas Noels 
5:00 Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 
 

25 Church Office Closed 
          Merry Christmas! 
 

26  
 

27  
 

28 Christmastide 
No Sunday School 
10:30 In Person & Online Worship 
 

No Evening Activities 
 

29  

6:00 Young Adults 
30  

 

31 

Young Adults Huntsville 
Symphony 
 
No Evening Activities 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2: Beverly Claunch, Audrey Lomax,  

Alicia Sherrod 

3: Brad Perkins 

4: Allen Bennett, Ronnie Francis,  

Laura Newquist, Ashley Rehage 

6: Elizabeth Dunaway 

7: Isaac Cooley 

8: Bonnie Taylor 

13: Kimberly Corbett, Larry Forrest  

14: Megan Sheehan, Ed Valentine 

15: Arho Ikoba 

16: Charles Lyons 

 

 

Happy Birthday!   
17: Braden Koler, Noel Paschal 

18: Elise Phillips, Alison Toney 

20: Derek Odom 

22: Melissa Bullard, David Rodgers 

23: Cana Farr, Steve Bramblett 

24: Catherine Norman, Jane Orton 

26: Curtis Haney 

27: Ronnie Blair, Mary Oliver, Rhodes Wicks 

28: Cindy Valentini 

30: Corrie Cooley, Beth Francis, 

 Chris Rosson 

31: Savannah Blackwell, Claire Horton 
 

  

Weekly Events 

Sunday 
Online & In Person Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

Online & In Person Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Fellowship Supper 4:45 p.m. 

Trinity Carillon (handbell choir) 5:00 p.m. 

Youth Bible Study    6:00 p.m. 

Kids Mission Groups 6:00 p.m. 

Prayer Meeting in Sanctuary 6:00 p.m. 

EL Class 6:00 p.m. 

Vocal Ensembles 6:15 p.m. 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

October 2025 
Financial Report 

 

Monthly Information 
Target Income $76,991.08 

Actual Income $57,975.58 

Actual Expenses ($92,754.66) 

Transfer to Escrow ($0.00) 

Monthly Gain/ (Loss) ($34,779.08) 

 

Year-To-Date for 2025 
Target Income $769,910.83 

Actual Income $721,606.42 

Actual Expenses ($775,108.32) 

Transfer to Escrow ($20,000.00) 

YTD Gain/ (Loss) ($73,501.90) 

 

Account Balances 
General Fund $161,775.85 

 

If your birthday is incorrect or 
missing, please contact Wendy at:  
wendy@trinitymadison.com 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 If you have questions about Realm, you 

may simply go to www.trinitymadison.com 

and click on “Realm” on the purple banner 

at the top of home page.  This link will take 

you to the main sign in page for Realm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure to hit that subscribe button! 

"Do you get updates from Trinity's YouTube page? It's easy to find out : 

1. Go to this link https://www.youtube.com/user/trinitymadisonvideo  

2. Press the "Subscribe" Button on the right 

3. Done! Now you will get up-to-date videos from TBC!" 

 

End of Year Giving: To be counted as a contribution for 2025, all checks and 
envelopes must be in the church office by noon on Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025, or 
postmarked by midnight, Dec. 31.  Online donations must be completed by midnight, 
Dec. 31.  The IRS does not allow any exceptions to this rule.  ALL gifts received after 
this deadline must be credited to 2026, regardless of the date on the check. 
—Noel Paschal, Treasurer and Wendy Colley, Financial Manager  
 
 

We had some great Italian dishes and a lot of fun 
games Sunday night at the Italian Fellowship 
organized by our Fellowship and Rec Committee! 

http://www.trinitymadison.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/trinitymadisonvideo

